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MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH

We welcome the following new members this month: Balboa Pacific Corporation has joined CleanTECH San Diego. This Del Mar start-up company’s primary business is the development of environmentally sound waste processing systems and mineral resource technologies.  The company has also developed water treatment, soil remediation, thermal conversion, and heat recovery/co-generation systems. Also joining our membership roster is Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP.   Procopio is one of the largest full-services business law firms in Southern California with more than 110 attorneys in San Diego and Carlsbad.
REGIONAL INITIATIVES

Greening San Diego Program

In March, the City of Santee became fully engaged in the SDG&E/SANDAG Energy Roadmap Program.  This program involves a combination of education, training, and incentives.  The Roadmap facilitates the retrofitting for energy efficiency of the least energy efficient facilities owned by the City.  This also makes use of the City’s existing community outreach infrastructure to inform residents about energy efficient technologies and available incentives for the installation of energy efficiency measures.  The actual facility audits have begun, and initial meetings are underway to address land use & planning as well as education & outreach.  Timing of this initiative is intended to identify municipal candidate projects that should qualify for the just announced US DOE Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants. Meanwhile, the City of Lemon Grove is looking to launch their initial energy efficiency projects while also determining if they qualify for a solar PV installation under SDG&E's Sustainable Communities Program.  A joint meeting with SDG&E is scheduled next month as progress continues in these two pilot programs.
Science and Technology Committee

CleanTECH San Diego’s Science and Technology Committee met on March 6 to consider pursuing pilot funding for a demonstration project, one that could have statewide implications and impact. The idea is to utilize the world-class capabilities of Google Earth to provide visual maps of water data. The initial focus of the project would be on water quality, as this information is publicly available, required by law, useful to many stakeholders, and key to environmental and public planning by various agencies, industries, and local communities. Researchers at UCSD and its Calit2, SDSU, and water associations envision the pilot as one where a universal format, federated data, and data transparency are all possible. The timing of such a project can build on earlier efforts using next-generation development tools that are scaleable, transportable, easily adapted, and can be utilized universally.  Project funding options include grants through the economic stimulus package, appropriations, etc.   The Committee also heard from the SPAWAR’s Technology Transfer office to consider collaborating on vetting the next big innovation stemming from the Navy’s pipeline of cleanech patents that are commercially viable and available for licensing and deployment.  Creating a pool of new ideas and raising visibility will advance the Committee’s goal to accelerate regional innovation.
POLICY AND ADVOCACY

CleanTECH San Diego’s CEO Appointed to Chair Mayor’s Sustainable Energy Advisory Board 

Mayor Jerry Sanders announced on March 25 the appointment of Lisa Bicker to the Sustainable Energy Advisory Board.  Subject to an April Council confirmation, Bicker will serve as the Business Community/Chamber Representative and is also the Mayors designate to Chair the board.  The duties of the board are to advise the City Council and City Manager through the Mayor on energy policy and be responsible for recommending future energy guidelines to accomplish the goals of the “Energy 2030: The San Diego Regional Energy Strategy.” They advise on how the City can remove barriers to the development of renewable energy facilities for public and private facilities in the San Diego region and how the City can provide incentives for the development of renewable energy resources.
Economic Stimulus Bill

CleanTECH San Diego convened a Working Group on March 18 to discuss a regional strategy for securing clean tech and renewable energy funding under the federal stimulus bill titled, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, ARRA.  By bringing together public and private stakeholders CleanTECH San Diego is developing a target list of clean technology RD&D projects and a strategy for securing funding in the next 12 to 18 months.  Particular focus on areas of competitive advantage include smart grid, energy storage, clean transportation, water, algae, and community renewal via Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBS).

On March 26, 2009, DOE released the guidelines and funding allocations for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants.  DOE allocated $351.5 million to the State of California for local governments to use for projects and programs to reduce total energy use. The total allocations for the San Diego region are $26.5 million. The application deadline for local jurisdictions is June 25, 2009.  CleanTECH San Diego, supported by Latham Watkins, has analyzed the provisions of the block grant.  For more information or copies of the application materials, contact our office.
BIOFUELS AND ALGAE

CleanTECH San Diego, in partnership with the San Diego Regional EDC will host a meeting on April 28 to discuss our regional strategy to build an algae business in the greater San Diego region.  Initially funded by new member Bank of America, this project brings together diverse stakeholders, including UCSD, San Diego State, Scripps Research Institution with the private sector and NGO groups to create action plans for ensuring that San Diego stay ahead in the race to create an algae cluster.    More information is forthcoming.
Clean Transportation
Inside Story on the Future of Clean Tech Vehicles & Renewable Fuels
CONNECT in partnership with CleanTECH San Diego are hosting a special April 14 event titled: “Inside Story on the Future of Clean Tech Vehicles & Renewable Fuels.” John Addison, author of the new book “Save Gas, Save the Planet and the Clean Fleet Report,” will cut through the myths about today's technology and highlight business opportunities for future innovation in the auto industry and the clean fuel race.  This Ride Clean Car Expo will illustrate why San Diego is the emerging green automotive capital - leading in vehicle and fuel innovation. Addison consulted for ISE Corporation, the local hybrid drive success story that just landed a $17.5 million round of funding. ISE will have its zero emission bus for the Winter Olympics on display at our Ride Clean Car Expo. Register >> 

New Directions for Cleaner Fuels and Powertrains 

The California Clean Energy Roundtable hosted on April 28-30, 2009 at the Estancia Hotel in La Jolla is focused on “New Directions for Cleaner Fuels and Powertrains” and is well timed given the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, as well as impending EPA and state-led carbon dioxide regulation.  Such significant government action will profoundly advance technologies, policies, and investment in fuels and powertrain designs, including biofuels and ethanol, hybrids, plug-in hybrids, heavy duty trucks, fleet vehicles, and battery vehicles.  In addition, the Department of Transportation must establish new rules for fuel economy standards by April 1. Clean, alternative fuel investment and the entire fueling infrastructure, including connections to the nation's electrical grid, will be vastly accelerated.  The Roundtable will also review California's bold leadership on AB 118 and AB 236. Speakers include Cal EPA Secretary Linda Adams, CEC Vice-Chair Jim Boyd, executives from Cummins Engine, Honda Motors and many others.  To register, visit http://www.montreuxenergy.com/onlineregistration.php
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH/UPCOMING EVENTS

April 1, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Education and Outreach Committee Meeting 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
BIOCOM: 4510 Executive Drive, McGraw Conference Room 

April 1, 2009
California Climate Action Registry 
Time: April 1st, 2009 (10:00 – 1:00 PM PST) 
Location: San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina 
Register Here 

April 1, 2009

Environmental Breakfast Club

Climate Conversations: Update on AB 32, Carbon Cap and Trade and More 

7:30am – 9:30am 

Register at lj@procopio.com 

April 14, 2009

CONNECT and CleanTECH San Diego Present a Special Event: Inside Story on Future of Clean Tech Vehicles & Renewable Fuels

UCSD Campus

Register >>
April 21, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Board Meeting 
7:30 am – 9:00 am 
BIOCOM: 4510 Executive Drive, McGraw Conference Room 

April 22-24, 2009

CLEANTECH Capital Summit co –sponsored by CleanTECH San Diego
From Invention to Utility Scale Projects – Financing the Cleantech Industry

Hilton, Del Mar

CleanTECH San Diego members are offered a discount registration fee of $295.00 for the Summit (April 23 & 24) with an accompanying complimentary admission to the pre-Summit Workshop, The Fundamentals of Project Financing, (April 22).  Apply code 090250 to receive the Summit for $295.00.   Then apply the discount code 090251 to receive the complimentary pre-Summit Workshop, The Fundamentals of Project Finance. Register at: http://www.infocastinc.com/cleantech
April 27-30, 2009
BioCycle International Conference 2009 
San Diego Town & Country Resort 
Waste Diversion, Composting, Renewable Energy 
Register Here 

April 28-29, 2009

The California Clean Energy Roundtable host New Directions for Cleaner Fuels and Powertrains
Estancia Hotel in La Jolla 

To register, visit http://www.montreuxenergy.com/onlineregistration.php

April 28, 2009

San Diego Venture Group in Partnership with CleanTECH San Diego presents:
The Clean Tech Revolution 
7:00 am - 9:00 am 
Hyatt Regency La Jolla 
Register Here 
April 29, 2009                        

ULI Lunch - San Diego’s Future and Emerging Industries
11:30am – 1:30pm

Downtown Information Center in Horton Plaza

To register: stephen@sudprop.com
