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SPECIAL EVENTS

CleanTECH San Diego Hosts Senator Alex Padilla
CleanTECH San Diego is hosting a luncheon featuring California State Senator Alex Padilla on Friday, March 13.  San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders will also join us for this informative meeting on California’s clean technology future.  Senator Padilla is the new Chairman of the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee which considers all bills relating to utilities, energy companies, alternative energy development and conservation and communications development and technology.    The luncheon is made possible by new CleanTECH San Diego member Bank of America.  It will be held at Arena Pharmaceuticals, Inc.’s new facility.  Arena’s roof-top photovoltaic system is comprised of 1,207 solar panels. Combined with the building’s energy-efficient design, it is estimated by SDG&E to be the most energy efficient new building in San Diego.  A tour of Arena’s facilities will be available prior to the luncheon.

NRDC’s Ralph Cavanagh Meets with CleanTECH San Diego
On February 26, CleanTECH San Diego hosted a reception featuring Ralph Cavanagh of 
the Natural Resources Defense Council.   Held at the new Scripps Seaside Forum courtesy of CleanTECH San Diego Vice Chairman Tony Haymet, guests heard a dynamic and wide ranging presentation on the Stimulus package, the tenor of environmental priorities in Sacramento, the role of clean energy and technology in building a strong economy and opportunities for San Diego to lead California’s transition to a green economy.
MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH
We welcome the following new members this month: Bank of America has joined CleanTECH San Diego. Bank of America Securities’ Global Natural Resources Group is recognized for providing customized financial solutions and corporate and investment banking services to clients across the spectrum of energy and power industries. Our team of experienced energy and power industry bankers assist clients in capitalizing on strategic opportunities and enhancing the performance of their business. We also welcome Applied Solar Inc.  Formerly known as Open Energy, Applied Solar is a next-generation solar energy company that develops solar energy solutions, innovative solar products and energy management applications. Applied Solar’s portfolio of products and services are coupled with innovative financing to enable green solar communities that provide low-cost power with little to no up front cost to the consumer.
REGIONAL INITIATIVES
Greening San Diego
New project momentum and best practice sharing continue to build across the various municipal participants in the Greening San Diego Program.  The Padre Dam Municipal Water District officially inaugurated their 862-kW solar PV system which covers 300 shaded parking spaces at the Santee Lakes RV Park.  It’s the first thin-film solar PV installation in the county. The City of Santee completed their Energy Roadmap Planning Meeting with SDG&E and SANDAG and the comprehensive energy audits will commence in March, targeting to identify the next wave of energy efficiency retrofits, potential renewable production, as well as planning and fleet opportunities. While the City of Lemon Grove awaits their Energy Roadmap audit, they are starting to investigate composting techniques through the UCSD Sustainability 2.0 initiative.  
CAPITAL FORMATION
The SCRUB, Select Capital RevU Board, convened on February 25 to hear another round of promising regional clean tech companies present their business case to a diverse group of CleanTECH members.  Participating companies receive guidance and feedback on their business plan, contacts with potential strategic partners, access to local services and advice on access to capital.   Pyron Solar, Kai BioEnergy and Community Fuels each made presentations and discussed their businesses with over twenty-five CleanTECH San Diego member companies.  A subcommittee is now accepting possible candidates for the upcoming May SCRUB event. 
POLICY AND ADVOCACY
CleanTECH San Diego Member Invenergy, Inc. was sent a clear message this month by a unanimous vote by the San Diego County Board of Supervisors.   County regulations required a “major use” permit for wind-testing towers, which are installed to determine if enough wind is available to justify constructing wind turbines. The permits are expensive and have a lengthy approval process. However, County supervisors approved in February an ordinance that will require only an “administrative” permit for the wind-testing towers. On behalf of Invenergy, Inc., CleanTECH San Diego encouraged the board to change the permit to a less strenuous and costly process for the benefit of the environment and encouragement of developing renewable energy resources locally. This vote communicates volumes about the region’s political leadership in attracting clean tech companies to the San Diego region. 
Wind companies will have fewer roadblocks for approval of the wind-testing towers but would face a major environmental review if they want to build wind turbines. The county’s acceptance of an “administrative” permit and decision to review its entire process for how commercial and residential renewable projects are permitted tells the marketplace that the county is open to looking at incorporating renewable energy projects.  
AB 811 
The CleanTECH Board of Directors heard presentations on AB 811 from both the City of San Diego and the City of Chula Vista at its February 17th Board meeting.    Erik Caldwell, Policy Advisor to Mayor Sanders, and Craig Ruiz, Economic Development Manager for Chula Vista both shared with the Board the challenges and opportunities their cities are facing in structuring a program to help homeowners finance solar and energy efficiency improvements.   Both cities report they are making strong progress and expect to launch this year.
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH/UPCOMING EVENTS
March 13, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Luncheon and Tour with Senator Padilla and Mayor Sanders 
Arena Pharmaceuticals  
11:00 am – 1:30 pm
March 13, 2009
CSUSM presents Practicing Sustainability: Adapting for the future 
8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Register Here 

March 17, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Executive Committee Meeting 
7:30 am – 9:00 am 
BIOCOM offices: 4510 Executive Drive 

March 25-27, 2009
Solar Power Finance & Investment Summit 2009 
The Westin, San Diego. 
Register Here 

