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MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH

We welcome this month’s newest members: Cushman Wakefield is the world's largest privately held real estate services firm and assisting clients in every stage of the real estate process, representing them in the buying, selling, financing, leasing, managing and valuing of assets, and providing strategic planning and research, portfolio analysis, site selection and space location, among many other advisory services. Also joining the membership roster is PCN Technology. Their Grid MicroCircuit™ solutions enable the intelligent energy grid. PCN's embedded Grid MicroCircuit solutions operate on active and passive energy grids already available within devices, machines, equipment, systems, subsystems, & infrastructure. PCN Technology solutions are comprised of hardware, software and reference designs for use on energy grids for data communication, networking, energy efficiency and smart grid applications.

REGIONAL INITIATIVES

Release of San Diego’s CleanTECH Cluster Database 
In September, CleanTECH San Diego publicly released its comprehensive database listing the region’s 626 clean tech companies. This list of clean tech companies includes innovators like Synthetic Genomics and Kyocera as well as facilitators like Borrego Solar and Greener Dawn ranging from solar and wind energy installers, energy-efficiency consultants, LEED-certified builders, green building architects, sustainability consultants and designers, energy auditors, among others. Available at http://db.cleantechsandiego.org/ this one-of-a-kind database can be sorted by category revealing multiple silos of concentration. The presence of multiple sector enterprises matched with a community of world-class research institutions further elevates San Diego's "hub appeal" across the global clean tech community. As a coalescing agent for green technologies in San Diego, CleanTECH San Diego has developed a comprehensive one stop shop listing for regional clean tech companies of all sizes. We aim to continually increase and improve this coveted database as well as ensure the region’s clean tech companies are well-represented and visible to global customers and investors alike.

SMART GRID

In September, San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E), UC San Diego and CleanTECH San Diego announced the formation of a coalition of 25 local, national and global organizations to transform the San Diego region’s electrical grid into a digital smart green grid. The smart grid is a centerpiece of the new national energy policy, helping consumers save energy and access more sustainable energy choices while also creating new green jobs. The coalition submitted an application to the DOE for $100 million to support the region’s efforts to build the first ever end to end green grid pilot project. San Diego is an ideal location for smart grid development given our critical mass of cutting edge clean tech and high tech companies. In addition, UC San Diego and SDG&E have already been working together for years on micro grid initiatives. The DOE grant, if awarded, would ensure that the regional demonstration is replicable on a national and international scale. CleanTECH San Diego is already focused on educating the community on the opportunities associated with a smart green grid, while also supporting the growth of new smart grid technology companies and green jobs in the region.

ALGAE INITIATIVE

Several hundred algae scientists, cleantech investors, state and federal officials, and stakeholders have already registered for CleanTECH San Diego’s Signature VIP Algae Reception. Aboard the USS Midway, on October 6 from 6:30pm – 8:30pm, the flight deck will showcase the vast amount of advanced research, billion dollar investment, company formations and job creation underpinning the algae biofuels sector. Featured technologies on the flight deck will include clean transportation systems like Sapphire Energy’s Algaeus vehicle, SDG&E’s electric hybrid car as well as GreenHouse Builders mobile Microfueler biofuels refinery unit. Also joining this esteemed gathering of pioneers is Josh Tickell, one of the nation's leading experts on alternative fuels.. Tickell is the producer of the documentary film titled 'FUEL.” A trailor of this film will be featured on deck. Tickell founded the Biodiesel America Organization . In 2005, he was selected by President Bill Clinton to be part of his Global Initiative on Climate Change. If you haven’t registered, it’s not too late: http://algae.eventbrite.com/. 

CleanTECH SHOWCASE: KLEINER PERKINS TO KEYNOTE

CleanTECH San Diego’s Capital Formation Committee is proud to launch the CleanTECH Showcase—a new quarterly series featuring leading members of the investment community and promising regional companies. Our inaugural event features the nation’s largest venture firm, Kleiner Perkins, speaking on the nation’s hottest topic: smart grid. Scheduled for November 12 from 4:30 – 7:30 at the La Jolla Marriott, Kleiner partner Ellen Pao will discuss the transformational impacts of a smart grid and the investment landscape. The keynote presentation will be followed by a panel discussion featuring three regional companies in the smart grid space. The program will be capped by a networking session. Join investors, innovators, policy makers and other members of the clean tech community for this exciting event. Mark your calendars and look for registration information.

GREENING SAN DIEGO PROGRAM 

In anticipation of receiving the DOE’s Energy Efficient Community Block Grant (EECBG) funding, the City of Santee is moving forward in preparing its RFP for professional services to generate the investment-grade audits required to pin down the detailed scope for their targeted energy efficiency retrofit projects. As part of the Greening San Diego program and having already submitted their EECBG applications, the City of Santee collaborated with the other pilot City of Lemon Grove to share insights and best practices in the EECBG application process. City of Lemon Grove is now preparing its applications to the California Energy Commission's EECBG Program for Small Cities due end of October. These two cities have already prioritized key energy efficiency retrofit projects to apply for over $600K in their combined EECBG grants. Assisting these two pilot cities in executing their cleantech agenda is well on track and will ultimately be modeled for other San Diego municipalities to replicate as we green San Diego, city by city. 

POLICY AND ADVOCACY

Advocacy Committee Off and Running
Under the leadership of Committee Chair Joe Panetta, CleanTECH San Diego’s new Advocacy Committee is scheduled to meet on October 5. The Committee issued a draft charter and now developing its issues agenda. The Committee is focused on federal, state and local issues that impact the region and are critical to its membership. The committee plans to reach out to regional leaders and uniformly educate them about the organization and engage their support and leadership.

EECBG Funds and Street Lighting
CleanTECH San Diego continues to play a key facilitative role in the regional "Street Lighting Working Group" brought together by the City of San Diego and SDG&E. Several municipalities in San Diego have earmarked a portion of their EECBG funds allocation to street lighting retrofits. Working with others, CleanTECH San Diego is looking to maximize synergies for combined procurements, while leveraging current funding allocations to secure additional SEP or EECBG discretionary funding. A methodology has been adopted which distinguishes between the three primary types of street lighting applications and systems. The participating municipalities' top priority, and therefore the initial focus for this team is Roadway Arterial Cobra retrofits. 

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs)
On August 4, 2009 CleanTECH San Diego and other groups supported nine municipalities in the region to submit 296 applications for Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs). The Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the implementing agency for CREBs, is now actively reviewing those applications. Applicants are in the process of responding to questions from the IRS on the applications filed. We will continue to monitor progress in anticipation of a CREB award announcement.

CLEAN ENTERPRISE PROGRAM

The Clean Enterprise Program is a public-private partnership between Mayor Sanders, CleanTECH San Diego, and SDG&E that launched in July 2009. The Clean Enterprise Program is designed to provide outreach to regional small and medium sized businesses and assist them with cost savings through energy efficient facility upgrades. CleanTECH San Diego serves as the marketing arm for SDG&E’s financial solutions including rebate, incentive, and on-bill financing programs that provide energy efficiency retrofits with no capital outlay for commercial customers. In addition to marketing to area Chambers of Commerce, the Port Tenants and Business Improvement Districts, the Clean Enterprise Program has built an on-line database of vendors that efficiently matches up with commercial projects. This vendor database features our Preferred Member Vendor Network, complete with profiles, contact information, and reference projects for CleanTECH San Diego member companies. Through the Clean Enterprise Program, energy efficiency adoption is accelerated into the business community while driving the local economy, reducing energy consumption and providing significant cost savings. 

White House Awards CleanTECH San Diego Member Company 
J. Craig Venter, Ph.D. founder, president and chairman of the J. Craig Venter Institute and member company Synthetic Genomics has been named a recipient of this year's National Medal of Science. Dr. Venter will be awarded the Medal from President Obama on October 7 at a White House ceremony. The National Medal of Science, the highest honor awarded to scientists by the United States government, was created by statute in 1959 and is administered for the White House by the National Science Foundation. Dr. Venter is being recognized for his dedication to the advancement of the science of genomics, his contributions to the understanding of its implications for society, and his commitment to the clear communication of information to the scientific community, the public, and policymakers.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH/UPCOMING EVENTS

October 1, 2009
Member Event: CleanTECH San Diego SCRUB Event 
8:30 am– 12:00 pm 
Location: Pacific Mercantile Bank Building and hosted by BDO Seidman, 4225 Executive Square, 4th floor Suite #495, La Jolla, CA 92037

October 5, 2009
Member Event: CleanTECH San Diego Advocacy Committee Meeting 
1:00 pm– 2:00 pm 
Location: 4510 Executive Drive, Plaza One. Hale Conference Room

October 6, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego VIP Algae Stakeholders Reception 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Aboard the USS Midway 
Event Details and Registration 

October 7-9, 2009
3rd Annual Algae Biomass Summit 
Location: Marriott San Diego Hotel & Marina 
Use code CTSD for discounted registration fees
Event Details and Registration 

October 20, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Annual Board Meeting 
7:30 am – 9:00 am 
BIOCOM: 4510 Executive Drive, McGraw Conference Room 
for Board Members

October 23-24, 2009
Bright Green Future 
Location: UCSD Price Center 
Bright Green Future is a two-day conference bringing together experts on energy, natural resources, transportation, green business, job training, sustainable living and building and more.
Event Details and Registration
