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MEMBERSHIP OUTREACH

We welcome this month’s newest member: The San Diego Workforce Partnership. The Workforce Partnership provides employment related services to local businesses and job seekers through a network of countywide, one stop career centers. Businesses look to the Workforce Partnership for skilled employees, expertise in job training and supportive services. In addition, August also brought three additions to its Board of Directors: Michael J. Whitton of Troutman Sanders, LLP, Lee Barken of Haskell & White, LLP, and Erik Caldwell, Office of San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders. Michael Whitton is the Managing Partner at Troutman Sanders, LLP, where he’s a member of the Executive Committee and has considerable experience in renewable energy development. Whitton is considered one of the foremost experts in the acquisition, development, and financing of golf courses and country clubs, hotels, marinas, and other resort properties. Barken is a recognized leader in carbon accounting at Haskell & White, where he works as the IT Practice Leader, specializing in IT auditing and internal controls testing. Erik Caldwell serves as the Policy Advisor to Mayor Sanders, and specializes in issues of clean technology, environmental matters, and energy issues. 

REGIONAL INITIATIVES

ALGAE INITIATIVE

On August 20, CleanTECH San Diego hosted three star Admiral Dennis McGinn in San Diego for a series of meetings on algae biofuels. As part of these meetings with SD-CAB Director Steve Mayfield and Assistant Director Greg Mitchell, the retired Admiral gained a first hand account of San Diego’s leadership in discovery and commercialization of biofuels. A visit to General Atomics facilities further confirmed for the Admiral that investing in low-carbon liquid fuels will satisfy military performance requirements while advancing its overall national security obligations. This tour is part of an effort by a blue-ribbon panel of retired military leaders pressing the Department of Defense to bolster its national-defense strategy by boosting energy conservation and embracing power sources other than fossil fuels. Admiral McGinn and others in the military will be invited to join in CleanTECH San Diego’s October 6 Algae VIP Reception aboard the USS Midway leading up to the Algal Biomass Conference in San Diego. Members interested in co-sponsoring this signature event should contact hollyl@cleantechsandiego.org 

AMERICAN RENEWAL AND RECOVERY ACT

Under the leadership of CleanTECH San Diego, nine municipalities in the San Diego region filed nearly 300 applications for Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) in August. CREBs is made available and funded as part of the 2009 federal stimulus package. With a combined value of over $260 million dollars, San Diego’s CREBs projects represent over 26 megawatts of solar power, mostly in the form of rooftop and parking structure applications. CleanTECH San Diego led this concerted effort with its member companies and partners to provide pro bono services to assist municipal agencies in making these CREBs filings. Partners included UC San Diego, Latham & Watkins, Stone & Youngberg, PE Consulting, San Diego Foundation, CCSE and Southern Contracting. Applications are now under review by the IRS. Awarding of these applications is expected before the end of the calendar year. This regional initiative has the potential to drive significant market demand for CleanTECH members and companies while stimulating local job creation to implement these 300 proposed projects. Stay tuned for developing news.

CONNECT with CLEANTECH SAN DIEGO

On September 15, CONNECT is hosting its Fall signature networking event in partnership with CleanTECH San Diego. Every year, the innovation economy’s 400+ business leaders, innovators, scientists, and engineers come together and actively expand networks and develop strategic partnerships. This year’s collaborative event however will include many of the regional cleantech companies contained it CleanTECH San Diego’s 600+ database of emerging cleantech companies, entrepreneurs, and facilitators. The opportunity to interact with these cleantech leaders and innovators will be abundant as this vibrant community penetrates the region. To register for this event hosted by Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati visit: Registration

GREENING SAN DIEGO PROGRAM

With the mid-September release of the California Energy Commission’s official guidelines for the EECBG block grants to small cities, CleanTECH San Diego hosted a "Greening Lemon Grove" meeting with SDG&E participation. The City of Lemon Grove participants reviewed and prioritized its top 4 energy efficiency retrofit projects and are gathering background information to support preparation of project applications. The other Greening San Diego pilot participant, the City of Santee, after filing its August 4 Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) applications has followed up with a $25M application submission for Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCB). This includes all of the solar projects and $4M for energy efficiency retrofits. These combined efforts will continue the proliferation of technology adoption while luring available federal dollars to the region.

POLICY AND ADVOCACY

CleanTECH San Diego is supporting the City of San Diego and SDG&E in launching a regional "Street Lighting Working Group" to complete a thorough investigation and share learnings and best practices with regard to energy efficiency retrofit of current street lights with high efficiency LED and/or induction lamp sources. As several municipalities in the region have targeted a portion of their EECBG funds allocation to street lighting retrofits, it is the goal to maximize the synergies of potentially and multiple procurements while leveraging current funding allocations to secure additional SEP or EECBG discretionary funding.

SMART GRID

CleanTECH San Diego was invited to participate in SDG&E’s Smart Green Grid Demonstration Project application to the U.S. Department of Energy. As Energy Secretary Chu called the smart grid an urgent national priority, SDGE assembled a team of industry, technology, academic and business partners to submit this federal grant application to support the first ever end-to-end smart grid demonstration project. The objectives of the project are to address renewable intermittency on both the distribution and transmission systems, increase customer participation in demand management activities, improve and maintain reliability, manage the customer’s distributed energy resources and create local jobs. 

GLOBAL INITIATIVES

Joining forces again with the UK Trade & Investment arm of the British Consulate-General, CleanTECH San Diego will co-sponsor an international program on September 22. This year’s program will afford CleanTECH members with prospective cleantech opportunities in the UK and Europe. UK-based Michael Liebreich, Chairman and CEO of New Energy Finance, the leading independent provider of information and research to investors in clean technology and carbon markets, is the invited guest speaker and will discuss a new UK Government initiative aiming to build a £1 billion investment fund with the private sector over the next 10 years for clean technology. Interested CleanTECH members should contact beverly.xu@fconet.fco.gov.uk by September 17.

AWARD-WINNING CLEANTECH SAN DIEGO MEMBER COMPANIES IN THE NEWS

SG Biofuels and Synthetic Genomics Inc., were both selected this year by AlwaysOn as a GoingGreen Top 100 Winner Company. SG Biofuels, a plant oil company is recognized for its game-changing approach to developing Jatropha as a low-cost and sustainable source of oil. Inclusion in the GoingGreen 100 signifies major developments in the creation of new business opportunities in the green technology industries. SG Biofuels and SGI were selected by the AlwaysOn industry experts spanning the globe based on a set of five criteria: innovation, market potential, commercialization, stakeholder value, and media buzz. This is SGI’s second year in receiving this lofty award. The GoingGreen Top 100 Companies will be honored at GoingGreen West on September 14th - 16th, 2009 at Cavallo Point in Sausalito, CA. Congratulations to these trailblazers for their excellence in science and for branding the region as a leader in cleantech.

GROWING the CLEANTECH SAN DIEGO TEAM

On September 1, Shaina Brown joined the staff of CleanTECH San Diego. Brown is managing the launch and execution of the Clean Enterprise Program, a new public-private partnership with the Office of Mayor Sanders, SDG&E and CleanTECH San Diego that enables businesses to save money through energy efficiency technology rebates and interest-free loans. This collaboration is intended to save businesses money and energy, accelerating the adoption of clean technologies while providing our local cleantech vendors with enhanced product market demand. A recent San Diego State University graduate, Brown served as a Climate Fellow at ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, where she conducted greenhouse gas inventories for two local municipalities. We welcome this talented addition to our growing team.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH/UPCOMING EVENTS

September 2, 2009
Member Event: CleanTECH San Diego Education and Outreach Committee Meeting 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
BIOCOM: 4510 Executive Drive, McGraw Conference Room 

September 10, 2009
Greener Dawn Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
5:00PM - 8:00PM 
444 S. Cedros, Suite 195
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Register: egardner at greenerdawn.com 

September 11, 2009
SDSU's 'Embracing the Green Future' 
8:00 am – 10:30 am 
SDSU Extended Studies Center, corner of Campanile Drive & Hardy Avenue
Register: wevers at mail.sdsu.edu or 619-594-7078 

September 14-15, 2009
Platts 2009 Transmission Planning and Development Forum 
Federal/State Policy, Siting and Connecting Renewables to the Grid
Use code PC920VC for $400 off registration fees
Event Details and Registration 

September 14-16, 2009
Utility Scale Solar 2009 in partnership with CleanTECH San Diego 
Location: Marriott San Diego Del Mar, 11966 El Camino Real, San Diego, California 92130
Event Details 

September 15, 2009
CleanTECH San Diego Executive Committee Meeting 
7:30 am – 9:00 am 
BIOCOM: 4510 Executive Drive, McGraw Conference Room 
for Executive Committee Members

September 15, 2009
CONNECT with CleanTECH San Diego 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati: 12235 El Camino Real San Diego, CA 92130 
Registration 

September 15, 2009
SNL Financials Utility Finance Conference 
Le Parker Meridian, New York City
Use code TS09 for $100 off registration fees
Event Details and Registration 

September 30, 2009
Foley & Lardner and CleanTECH San Diego Host the Emerging Technologies Conference: Navigating a New World 
Hyatt Regency La Jolla At Aventine
3777 La Jolla Village Drive
Registration
