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Regional Collaboration Results in Plan to Save San Diego County Taxpayers up to $10 Million Annually in Energy and Operating Costs

Working Group Develops Implementation Plan for Regional Energy-Efficient Street Lighting Strategy

SAN DIEGO (June 7, 2010) - In a collaborative effort between the City of San Diego, Port of San Diego, 11 regional cities, and San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E), CleanTECH San Diego President Lisa Bicker today announced one of the largest street light conversion projects in the nation.  CleanTECH San Diego estimates that with full implementation, this project has the potential to save taxpayers up to $10 Million annually in energy and operating costs, reduce energy consumption by 60 Million kilowatt-hours, and lower greenhouse gas emissions by 40,000 tons of CO2 every year.
Approximately 145,000 streetlights throughout the SDG&E service territory are eligible for upgrades with more energy-efficient technologies, which will result in numerous additional regional benefits including:

· Reduced energy consumption up to 40 percent
· Reduced maintenance costs (longer luminaire life and fewer replacements)
· Improved color for a more pleasing appearance in the community

The Street Light Working Group (SLWG) was established in 2009 under funding provided by the California Public Utilities Commission.  Sponsored by SDG&E’s local government energy efficiency program, the effort is co-led by the City of San Diego and CleanTECH San Diego. More than half of San Diego County's municipalities and several other public agencies are actively participating in the program. 
"There is no one-size-fits-all solution, which is why we have taken a technology-agnostic approach," said Marty Turock, Co-Chair of the Street Light Working Group.  "By providing this forum, each city can choose which technology and options are best-suited for their specific locale and application needs."

Over the past four months, the SLWG has reviewed the latest lighting technology, financing strategies and public-private implementation models for retrofit projects. The group also developed a comprehensive set of online file sharing for all participants which includes regional roadway street lighting specification guidelines for both induction and LED cobra-style luminaires, as well as a comprehensive vendor qualification process. 
The Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI), a project of the William J. Clinton Foundation, assisted the project by providing detailed financial analysis for the City of San Diego.
“The region’s efforts demonstrate that by working together local governments can successfully address economic and technological challenges with creative problem solving,” said Robert Koenig, Director of Outdoor Lighting, Clinton Climate Initiative.  “This collaborative approach is an invaluable example that other cities and regions around the world can strive to replicate.”

“This project is exciting because it has the potential to improve the quality of lighting in the region, expand our ‘green print,’ reduce our carbon footprint and save taxpayers’ dollars,” said City of San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders.  “It’s a win-win situation for residents and the environment, and is just the beginning of our efforts to be more energy-efficient as a regional community.”

"Not only will the new street light retrofits reduce energy consumption by at least 40 percent, but there will also be a significant reduction in annual maintenance costs as the new fixtures will approach quadrupling the lamp life expectancy." said Tom Cartier, City of San Diego Project Manager.
The cities of Carlsbad, Chula Vista, El Cajon and Santee have all taken advantage of various American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) stimulus funds to launch the first phase of street lighting upgrades, which combined, will account for more than 13,000 retrofits.  The City of San Diego and several other cities with ARRA funds are currently collaborating on the next wave of street lighting retrofits for which the Street Lighting Working Group is anticipating Requests For Bids being advertised this summer.
While Phase 1 of the SLWG Project is focusing on roadway cobra and decorative acorn street lighting retrofits, current SLWG members and other regional public agency stakeholders have requested a Phase 2 focus on other exterior lighting energy efficiency applications, including parking and campus lighting. 
For additional information on the Street Light Working Group and CleanTECH San Diego, log onto www.cleantechsandiego.org.

###

About CleanTECH San Diego 
CleanTECH San Diego is a new non-profit membership organization formed to accelerate San Diego as a world leader in the clean technology economy. It is a catalyst that serves as the hub for a diverse group of stakeholders to advance a common agenda. CleanTECH San Diego advocates for new sources of investment capital, workforce development, international trade, federal and state research funding, targeted regulation, and sustainable land-use planning and development.

About the Clinton Climate Initiative: 

The William J. Clinton Foundation launched the Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI) to create and advance solutions to the core issues driving climate change. Working with governments and businesses around the world to tailor local solutions that are economically and environmentally sustainable, CCI focuses on three strategic program areas: increasing energy efficiency in cities, catalyzing the large-scale supply of clean energy, and working to measure and value the carbon absorbed by forests. In each of these programs, CCI uses a holistic approach to address the major sources of greenhouse gas emissions and the people, policies, and practices that impact them. CCI is the delivery partner of the C40, an association of large cities around the world that have pledged to accelerate their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. CCI has extended the benefits of its cities programs to a number of additional public and private sector partners
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